A Doctor's Discretion Not To Offer Life-sustaining Treatment.
A doctor may make a unilateral decision to withdraw or withhold life-sustaining treatment from a patient. Recent cases involving critically ill children in Australia, England and Wales have demonstrated how doctors may determine a child's life is not worth maintaining despite parental demands for treatment. The breadth of a doctor's discretion to not provide treatment is ambiguous though, and the extent to which a doctor may make unilateral quality of life judgments is not clear. The ambiguity arises because of different framing of a doctor's obligations, a lack of clear role delineation between relevant decision-makers and differences in opinion about the appropriate scope of inquiry when applying concepts like "futility" and "best interests". This ambiguity is likely to cause confusion in practice and may be the difference between a child receiving life-sustaining treatment.